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The  Chelsea-  Water  Street  connector,  a  project  that  will  eliminate  heavy 
truck  traffic  from  residential  streets  of  Charlestown,  moved  one  step  closer  to 
construction  this  week  when  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  voted  to  provide 
$84,000  towards  the  cost  of  the  project. 

The  cost  for  designing  the  project  has  been  jointly  shared  by  the  BRA  and  the 
Massachusetts  Port  Authority  since  the  new  roadway  will  provide  direct  access  to 
the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  and  Massport's  Moran  Terminal.  However,  major  funding 
for  construction  of  the  $4.9  million  project  will  be  provided  by  the  Urban  Systems 
program,  which  is  a  combination  of  State  and  Federal  funding. 

The  BRA  funds  were  necessary  because  some  of  the  items  in  the  construction 
program— mainly  landscaping  work— were  not  covered  by  Urban  Systems. 

BRA  Director  Robert  J.  Ryan  said,  "For  several  years  the  people  of  Charlestown 
have  worked  with  BRA  and  Massport  on  this  project  because  it  would  provide  a  new 
route  for  trucks  using  the  Massport  properties.  Recently,  the  State  DPW  awarded 
a  contract  for  the  project,  and  now  with  the  addition  of  BRA  funding,  construction 
should  start  on  this  project  in  the  near  future." 
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Chelsea-Water  connector  will  provide  a  direct  route  from  the  Expressway 
to  Water  Street.  A  new  bridge  will  be  constructed  over  Little  Mystic  Channel 
so  that  Water  Street  will  be  directly  connected  to  the  Moran  Terminal. 

Reconstruction  of  Water  Street  will  also  provide  improved  access  to  the 
Navy  Yard  through  Gate  4  and  Gate  5. 
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